
Phonics and learning to read 

In Reception your child will learn the sounds below by sight. They will also learn 

how to blend them together to read words e.g. c-a-t   = cat. This is known as a 

CVC word (consonant, vowel, consonant). You might hear your child talk about 

sound buttons. We learn the alphabet by using their sound (phoneme) and not 

the letter name.  This helps us learn to read phonetically. We then use this 

knowledge to write phonetically. 

 

 

 

 A digraph is when 2 letters come together to make a new sound such as sh. 

 

 

 

A trigraph is when 3 letters come together to make a new sound such as igh.  

 

 

 

We learn our phonics in the order below. Children will learn and retain their 

phoneme knowledge at different rates, so please do talk to your class teacher if 

you are concerned. Please encourage your child (if they wish to write) by using 

their phonemes. When your child is learning to read, we do not initially look at 

the correct spellings of words, but then there will be weekly spelling lists sent 

home to learn.  

 

  

c a t 
   
 

sh e d 
   
 

n igh t 
   
 

s p igh d er  
      
    

makes the word  

cat 

makes the word  

shed 

makes the word  

night 

makes the word  

spighder (spider) 



The order of the phonics  

Seven aspects of sound: environmental, instrumental, body sounds, rhythm and 

rhyme, alliteration, voice sounds and oral blending and segmenting. 

Children are taught letter sounds in phase 2 as soon as they are ready to listen.  

Objectives of Phase 1 in Phonics 

(Nursery)  

These are arranged in seven aspects. 

1: To discriminate sound – environmental sounds 

 To develop awareness of sounds and rhythms 

 To distinguish between sounds and to remember patterns of sound 

 To talk about sounds we make with our bodies and what the sounds mean 

2: To discriminate sound – instrumental sounds 

 To experience and develop awareness of sounds made with instruments 

and noise 

makers 

 To listen to and appreciate the difference between sounds made with 

instruments 

 To use a wide vocabulary to talk about the sounds instruments make 

3. To discriminate sound – body percussion 

 To develop awareness of sounds and rhythms 

 To distinguish between sounds and to remember patterns of sound 

 To talk about sounds we make with our bodies and what the sounds mean 

4: Rhythm and rhyme 

 To experience and appreciate rhythm and rhyme and to develop 

awareness of rhythm and rhyme in speech 

 To increase awareness of words that rhyme and to develop knowledge 

about rhyme 

In Reception we start Phase 2 in Phonics 

when the children are ready to listen. To 

start with, we play lots of listening games.  



 To talk about words that rhyme and to produce rhyming words 

5. Alliteration 

 To develop understanding of alliteration 

 To explore how different sounds are articulated, and to extend 

understanding of 

alliteration 

 To listen to sounds at the beginning of words and hear the differences 

between them 

6. Voice sounds 

 To distinguish between the differences in vocal sounds, including oral 

blending and 

segmenting 

 To explore speech sounds 

 To talk about the different sounds that we can make with our voices 

7: Oral blending and segmenting 

 To develop oral blending and segmenting of sounds in words 

 To listen to phonemes within words and to remember them in the order in 

which they occur 

 To talk about the different phonemes that make up words 

 Within each aspect above, there is three strands. 

 Auditory discrimination – tuning-in to sounds 

 Auditory memory and sequencing – listening and recalling sounds 

 Developing vocabulary and language comprehension – talking about sounds 

The Letters and Sounds programme suggests activities for each of the seven 

aspects. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/at

tachment_data/file/190599/Letters_and_Sounds_-_DFES-00281-2007.pdf  

These help children to 

1. listen attentively; 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/190599/Letters_and_Sounds_-_DFES-00281-2007.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/190599/Letters_and_Sounds_-_DFES-00281-2007.pdf


2. enlarge their vocabulary; 

3. speak confidently to adults and other children; 

4. discriminate phonemes; 

5. reproduce audibly the phonemes they hear, in order, all through the word; 

6. use sound-talk to segment words into phonemes. 

Talk and interaction are essential elements in developing children’s speaking and 

listening. 

 

Phase 2 

Set 1: s, a, t, p 

Set 2: i, n, m, d 

Set 3: g, o, c, k 

Set 4: ck, e, u, r 

Set 5: h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss  

Tricky words  

(these are called tricky words because we just have to learn them as whole words and they 

cannot be sounded out)  

the, to, no, go, I  

Phase 3  

Set 6: j, v, w, x 

Set 7: y, z, zz, qu 

Consonant digraphs: ch, sh, th, ng 

Vowel digraphs: ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, 

air, ure, er 

 

In Reception, we start Phase 

2 in phonics as soon as the 

children are ready to listen.  



Tricky words 

he, she, we, me, be, was, you, they, all, are, my, her 

Phase 4 

Consolidation and revision 

Tricky words 

said, have, like, so, do, some, come, were, there, little, 

one, when, out, what 

 

How to say them 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc&feature=youtu.be  

https://cdn.oxfordowl.co.uk/2016/05/05/20/22/32/561/20097_content/index

.html?id=ae  

 

Read write inc – In Reception we use Read, Write, Inc to remember how to write them. 

At Claremont we use cursive script so we always start it with ‘we whoosh to the start (forming 

it on the line).  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i5O4yvZSOsc&feature=youtu.be  

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/learn-to-read-phonics/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc&feature=youtu.be
https://cdn.oxfordowl.co.uk/2016/05/05/20/22/32/561/20097_content/index.html?id=ae
https://cdn.oxfordowl.co.uk/2016/05/05/20/22/32/561/20097_content/index.html?id=ae
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i5O4yvZSOsc&feature=youtu.be
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/learn-to-read-phonics/


 

 

In Year 1, the children have to have a phonics screening test where 

they have to read real and nonsense words.  

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/at-school/assessment-at-primary-

school/phonics-screening-check/  

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/at-school/assessment-at-primary-school/phonics-screening-check/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/at-school/assessment-at-primary-school/phonics-screening-check/

